
 

 

 

MEDMENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17 May 2022 at 7.30 pm 

in Medmenham Village Hall 
 
Present:  Cllr N. Dring Cllr. K Millard (acting Chairman)   
   Cllr: J Sambrook 
   Cllr. M Turner (Unitary Councillor) 
    Mrs. Carole Burslem – Clerk to Medmenham Parish Council 
   

             Members of the Public 
 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr. M Anderson 
            Cllr. S Woolven 
         Cllr K Millard (delayed by train issues) 
 
AM.1/22 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 May 2021 
  These had been circulated and were approved by the Meeting.   
 

Cllr Kieran Millard will duly signed the minutes at the July Meeting as he was 
chairman at the meeting in 2021  

 
AM.2/21 Report from Medmenham Parish Council  

Cllr. Dring as Chairman of Medmenham Parish Council presented his report on the 
activities of the Council 

 
This past year has marked a return to normal, after the restrictions imposed by covid, 
for the Council and Parish. All council meetings have been conducted in person and 
visitor numbers have returned to typical levels resulting in reduced pressure on Ferry 
Lane residents. 

 
We used our precept to principally support the Village Hall, and to fund care of the 
Church grounds, Common Moor, Riverside and Westfield verges. Specifically we 
granted the Village Hall Management Committee, £3000 and £2000 to the Parochial 
Church Council. We plan to make the same contributions this year.  

 
Beyond this the Parish Council efforts were mainly focused on road safety, parking, 
the state of the parish roads, replacement of the parish sign, up keep of the 
riverbank, representing the parish on planning, broadband and flooding matters and 
making plans to improve our website.  

 
A4155 Road Safety  
The Parish Council have had long standing concerns about road safety on the A4155 
through the parish. Specifically our concerns were the unsafe 60 mph limit past the 
Danesfield School, flooding at the foot of the Danesfield Hotel hill forcing traffic 
unsafely onto the wrong side of the road, safe exit from Bockmer Lane onto the 
A4155, the narrow road width outside the pub which is insufficient for 2 large 
vehicles to pass resulting in the pub building regularly being hit and excessive 
speeding. 

 



 

 

A few years ago we partnered with the old Bucks County Council to lower the speed 
limit to 40 mph outside the Danesfield School. Bucks CC were however not willing to 
address our other concerns at the time. 

 
This year in conjugation with the new Bucks Unitary Council and the Community 
Board we have agreed to jointly fund extension of the 40mph speed limit from 
outside the Mill around the bend, up Danesfield hill to the SAS roundabout. We hope 
this will improve safety around the bend at the foot of the Danesfield hill and reduce 
speeds from the east. We will continue to request Bucks improve drainage on the 
bend.  

 
The Parish Council have also purchased a VAS warning sign to further improve 
safety. We will principally position this at Westfield in an attempt to lower speeds 
from the west and as they approach the narrow section of the roads outside the pub 
and blind Bockmer hill turning. 

 
Ferry Lane Parking  
The PC have continued to work and try and influence Bucks Council on Ferry Lane 
parking.  

 
As parishoners are aware Bucks CC issued a second parking consultation 
specifically focused on critical access issues for blue light emergency vehicles and 
residents to their homes. This was in response to incidents in the lane where blue 
light emergency vehicles had not been able to reach their destination. These 
incidents led Bucks CC and the PC to believe that we had a duty of care to act to 
ensure access for emergency vehicles, residents and visitors to the river bank. The 
scheme therefore proposed a minimum amount of parking restrictions on key pinch 
points in the lane. The positioning of these yellow lines was worked out with accurate 
measurements of the road width with double yellow line restrictions from the abbey 
gate to the river on the Abbey side and partially on the opposite side, around the 
white bridge and around the corner from the A4155 into Ferry Lane. The results of 
the consultation indicated that the majority of Ferry Lane residents objected to the 
scheme. Bucks Council, noted residents’ concerns but recommended the scheme be 
implemented given their duty of care. The Parish Council, took on board residents 
views and proposed that the extent of the scheme by the river be cut back. Bucks 
Council have agreed to this amendment and the scheme will now be implemented 
later this year.  

 
We hope residents can appreciate the need for these restrictions due to the duty of 
care and recognise that the PC has tried to find the best possible solution. This has 
been challenging given residents strongly voiced divergent points of view. 

 
Other Highways – State of the Roads 
Finally on highways many of the roads throughout the Parish are in very poor 
condition especially Bluestone Hill, around Wood End, Ferry Lane and sections of 
the A4155. Bucks Council have agreed they need resurfacing and the works will be 
completed this summer 

 
Parish Sign 
Last spring the parish sign located in the church yard fell in a storm breaking the sign 
and the post. We have replaced it with a hand painted design maintaining the original 
design and new oak post.   

 
Broadband, Flooding and Planning 
The PC have continued to represent the parish on flooding, broadband and planning 
matters. We have requested that the EA survey the drainage streams throughout the 
parish to identify blockages which be contributing to flooding. Unfortunately the EA 
have said they don’t have the resources to do this at this time. We will ask again.  



 

 

On broadband we continue to partner with residents and potential service providers 
to improve service. This year residents in Woodend were able to use money from an 
old Bucks County Council scheme to upgrade their service to full fibre. Swish have 
offered full fibre to Harleyford residents, and if uptake is successful, may extend their 
service west into the parish. On planning we have continued to represents the best 
interests of the Parish to Bucks Council on planning matters.  

 
Website  
We have had difficulties keeping our Parish Council website up to date mainly due to 
the access policies by our current supplier. We therefore plan to move to a new 
website provider this summer to correct this.  

 
Finally I would like to thank 

 
- All my fellow councillors for their hard work over the past year  

 
- And especially our clerk Carole Burslem for her unstinting efforts and amazing 
ability to influence Buckinghamshire Council. 

 
AM.3/22 Report from Unitary Councillor 

Cllr Mark Turner reported that following the elections in 2020, Buckinghamshire 
Council has been undergoing the completion of the transition to a Unitary Authority 
which meant combining the personnel, infrastructure, activities and differing 
procedures of the four former District Councils under the new Authority.  As the year 
progress in 2022 the way forward will be finalised and the practicalities of the 
differing procedures will become one system.  The principal authority recognises that 
this has been a difficult period for local councils, clerks and residents. 
 
Cllr. Turner acknowledged that there are issues with roads across the county and 
has noted the issues in Medmenham.  However, Cllr Turner could not be sure that all 
roads will be repaired within this financial year due to a reduction in the capital 
programme caused by budget restraints.  He explained that the majority of the 
monies raised went to support Adult Social Care and supporting Cared for Children. 
 
Buckinghamshire Council continues with support for the Ukraine Refugees via Heart 
of Bucks and a Helping Hand.  More information is available on Buckinghamshire 
Council website; 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/search/?query=Ukraine+refugees 
 
Cllr Turner reinforced that the parking scheme in Ferry Lane is being progressed to 
ensure that emergency vehicles have access to the river as well as the houses at the 
lower end of Ferry Lane.  Cllr Turner works with SW Chilterns Community Board on 
behalf of Medmenham Parish Council. 

 
AM.4/21 Report from Thames Valley Police 
  No report available. 
   
AM.5/21 Report from Mr. G. Copas, Copas Farms 

Mr  Copas  sent his apologies to the meeting but was represented by his son, James 
Copas.  The farm planted potatoes in 2021, the first crops since 1980. These were 
grown as seed potatoes.  This year (2022)a crop of wheat is planted. 
 
They have produced >100 tonne of organic compost at both Medmenham and Mill 
End Farm which helps to reduce fertiliser costs. 
 
The River Meadow is grazed by sheep and it would be appreciated if walkers could 
remain on the footpaths and not wander across the field.  Steven Ryan-Bell is 
monitoring the issue of visitors having BBQ’s on the meadow land.  He also monitors 



 

 

the boat moorings.  Boat residents are now parking on the farm to help reduce the 
congestion in Ferry Lane. 
 
The Chairman, raised the issues of domestic waste from the boats and caravan 
events.  Mr. Copas replied that the number of days for caravan events has been 
reduced to 28 following the lifting of Covid restrictions and so far only one caravan 
event is planned. 
 
All the units at Westfield are let.  There had been a speculative enquiry regarding 
land for a crematorium by Elegy Ltd. but there have been no further communications 
from them. 

         
AM.6/21 Report from Medmenham Parochial Church Council  

Reverend Sue Lepp, Priest-in-Charge, attended to give a report on behalf of the 
PCC. 
 
St Peter with St Paul, Medmenham 
The parish of St Peter & St Paul Medmenham held our APCM last night. We are 
without Church Wardens for the next year but I am grateful for 4 people who have 
remained to form a PCC. They will ensure that the church is kept open and things 
ticking over. This will also affect the Church Cottages which the Church owns.  
 
Medmenham is part of the Hambleden Valley Group (Fawley, Fingest, Hambleden 
with Frieth, Turville) which is a benefice of churches who share 2 Priests (1 full & 1 
half time). Within the group, each parish is its own separate charity, own bank 
account, Parochial Church Council). The churches in the group do what they can to 
support each other but loyalty remains strongest to one's own village/church. These 
4 parishes are self-supporting and have strong support from the villages.  
 
However, it is not quite as strong in Medmenham. I am aware that there have been 
some difficult issues in the recent past. People have left the church and worship 
elsewhere or have died - the normal circle of church life. People have been slow to 
return to church post-Covid in most parishes too.  
 
Medmenham is now in a position where the future of the church is uncertain. Many 
churches around the country are closing at this time. This is NOT the Church of 
England going around closing churches as churches are separate entities. Churches 
close when there are no longer local people who are interested, go to church 
elsewhere (or not at all) - so a lack of support both in human resource and finances. 
This would appear to be the position of the Medmenham church.  
 
The building itself is in relatively good health with a recent roof repair, good heating 
and a loo. But it is rarely used. This past Sunday there were a total of 7 people at the 
11 am service. 2 from the village and 5 from elsewhere in the Hambleden Valley. 
This is not a sustainable pattern. While I appreciate that church-going nationally has 
declined over recent decades, there comes a point in which the question needs to be 
asked about the viability of the church. The members of the PCC are tired and aging 
(hence why there has not been Christmas or Easter services in the last few years) 
and resources are spread thinly around the Hambleden Valley Group. As previously 
stated very few weddings/funerals/baptisms take place in the church. The 
churchyard is open so any parishioner is entitled to be buried in it.  
 
What can the PC do? 
 ● Reflect on the role of the church in village life. Is there one?  
 ● What difference would it make to the village/villagers if the Medmenham Church 
closed? 



 

 

 ● The Church Cottages - is there anyone living in the village who would like to be a 
Trustee? Preferably someone with property experience, charitable trusts. St. Mary 
the Virgin, Fawley St. Bartholomew, Fingest St. John the E 
 
The Chairman stressed that there is very little that the PC can do other than continue 
to give the Church a grant towards the upkeep of the burial ground. 
 
Cllr. Dring will meet (in his capacity as a resident) with a Church Warden to discuss 
how this matter can be taken forward outside of the Parish Council. 
   

AM.8/21 Report from Medmenham Village Hall Management Committee 
As neither the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee or Cllr Anderson 
(PC representative on the Committee), the Clerk read out a short report that had 
been submitted by the Chairman of the Management Committee.   

 
“Medmenham Village Hall 
 
The Management Committee for the Hall are pleased to confirm bookings continue 
to pick up after the Covid lockdown. 

 
During the year all necessary maintenance has been undertaken as required. 

 
The most recent maintenance activity has been to remove one of two electricity 
supply meters which have been resulting in an extra daily charge. 

 
The finances are in a good position and the Village Hall Management Committee are 
ensuring a sufficient reserve to cover any unexpected maintenance issues.” 

 
 
 
 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.10 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Signed                                               dated  
 

Chairman 
 
 
     


