
  MEDMENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16 March 2021 

as a remote virtual meeting via Zoom 

 

The formal meeting was cancelled due to the corona virus outbreak and 
Government Guidelines so the meeting was held remotely with the 

following Councillors meeting by zoom 
 

Present: Cllr N Dring  
  Cllr M Anderson  

Cllr S Woolvern 
               Cllr S Yarwood   

 Cllr K Millard Buckinghamshire  
Councillor Chris Whitehead 

 
  Mrs. C. Burslem (Clerk) 
 
 
Public:  Public Participation 

8 members of the public joined the meeting. 
 
A resident raised the issue of amendments under Village Hall  
 
The Chairman proposed a resolution to move the Agenda Item on Planning 
Applications to Public Participation time to allow members of the public to join the 
debate.   
 
Resolution: Council unanimously agreed to discussion on Planning take place 
in Public Participation Time 
 
Discussion took place on application number 21/05574/OUT, Bockmer End Farm. 
Previous outline application for 4 dwellings has been agreed by Planning Inspector. 
Council will object on grounds as before.  Do not object to housing per say but as 
residents object then the Council would suggest they get professional advice.  Cllr. 
Chris Whitehead requested to call in to Planning Committee.  Residents commented 
that the owner of the land is proposing to sell off to a developer once outline 
permission granted for 5 dwellings. However the planning committee can only review 
the application before them for the one house. A resident advised that there is a 
report being put together by Neil Boddington.  Residents object to number of houses 
but the present application is for outline permission only.  Has used two separate 
addresses for each application but is on same land as before.  Bring to the attention 
of planning Committee/Planning Officer that this proposed development is within the 
curtilage of present building and the previous agreed outline application.  Cllr. 
Anderson has contacted the Chiltern Management Board for them to submit 
comments. 
 
Action: Clerk to request an Extension to comment date 
 
Action: Clerk to send Case Ref to Cllr. Whitehead 
 
Broadband 
Resident has forward a report from Cllr. Whitehead and Cllr Turner 
 
Connected counties programmee to get high speed broadband to all areas.  Bockmer 
End then told not going to be considered.  Counnected Counties being wound up but 



new – rural gigabit scheme coming to an end.  New scheme  smaller contract (1000-
8000 houses0 and larger contract (40000-80000premises) Connected Countie are 
not sure whrn Buxkinghamshire and Hertfordshire will be up for selection.   
 
Cllr Whitehead working with Hambleden, Cllr Turner had meeting with Minister .  
Have an area network at BC , Cllr Tett work talking to them on 17 March about rural 
broadband.  Do know what the Government scheme is post Rural Gigabit scheme.  
Cll. Turner responsible for getting broadband to Fawley but is also working towards 
broadband in Bockmer End and hamlets.   
 
Cllr Dring commented that different systems throughout parish.  Question to Cllr.  
Whitehead re getting more involved as a Parish Council.  Cllr Whiethead commented 
that he considered the PC should get involved  
 
Resident commented that OffCom statement out on 18 March.  Will be some major 
changes.  Want OffCom to give BT money for the pushing out broadband to rural 
areas.  BT have blocked Swish bring a spur down to this area.  Residents staying in 
touch with Swish 
 
 
Action:  Chairman to set up meeting with Cllr. Turner 
 
Action: Clerk to invite Cllr. Turner to next Council Meeting 
 
 

C/68/20  Apologies for Absence  
  Cllr K Wells  

Cllr A Baker received post meeting 
    
C/69/20  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr. Yarwood declared and interest regarding a planning application from Bockmer 
Farm 

   
C/70/20  Minutes 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19 January 2020 had been 
previously circulated.  A member of the public reported that amendments were 
required as the clerk had mis-understood comments made. 
 
Resolved: that minutes of 19 January 2020 be signed by the Chairman at the 
next full council meeting in person following the amendments to the minutes. 
 

C/71/20  Police Report  
No report available. 
 

C/72/20  Finance 
 72.1 Approval of cheques issued (list tabled) 
   

List of cheques circulated prior to the meeting and cheques signed  
 
Cheque No    Payee   Amount Reason 
 

  1172           TBS Hygiene Ltd. £108  Dog Waste bin Collection 
  1173           DCK Accounting Soln. £36.00  Payroll 

 1174               Mrs C Burslem  £843.08 Salary, Office, Travel and  
Zoom 

  1175           HMRC   £346.00 PAYE 
    

Payments noted and cheques signed by Cllr Dring and Cllrs Anderson 
 prior to the meeting following social distancing guidelines 
 



72.2  Budgets – monthly budget sheet  
 Monthly budget sheet circulated prior to meeting. Noted by Councillors 
 
72.3 Bank Reconciliation 

Bank reconciliation previously circulated, noted and agreed by the Councillors 
 

 72.4 Appointment of Internal Auditor 
Clerk recommended that the Council appoint Fiona Lippmann as Internal Auditor for 
2020 - 2021 as in previous years 
 
Resolved:  Unanimous agreement that Fiona Lippmann be appointed as 
Internal Auditor 

 
  
C/73/20  Highways Matters  
  
 73.1 Bockmer Lane  
 

Road Signs 
The clerk reported that BC had contacted the Council regarding this matter. TfB are 
considering removing both of the present signs and installing a double sided road 
name plate on the triangle to give better visibility for drivers.  They need to carry out a 
site inspection before action taken. 
 
Tfb have also looked at the road name plates at the D&B end of Bockmer End which 
they consider in a poor state and are looking to replace. 

 
Triangle 
The edging stones have still not been repaired but TfB have asked the Clerk to 
contact them regarding this issue. 
 
Action: Clerk to contact TfB regarding the repair 
 

73.2 Vehicle Activated Signs - A4155 
Before the MVAS can be ordered, forms need to be sent to TfB along with a cheque 
which will allow them to do a site inspection at the two areas identified for the 
installation of the MVAS poles.  Can then place an order with SWARCO for the 
MVAS.  Have been advised by SWARCO that a battery operated device will be 
required.  Will take two people to change the device between poles.   
 
Resolved: That MVAS device be implemented at Westfield and in the Layby 
close to the Dog and Badger. 
 

  Safer Speed System 
Thames Valley Police will not support the Safer Speed System. 
 

 73.3 Extension of Speed Zone on A4155 
To move the 40mph speed zone towards the Danesfield Hotel as at bottom of hill and 
road floods on corner by Abbey Lodge.  Has to be submitted to the Community 
Board, as all road issues have to go through the CB. Being argued on road safety, as 
blind bend so cars on wrong side of road due to flooding.  Plus tow footpaths emerge 
onto the A4155 at this point.  There is no footway leading into the Village at this point 
so walkers are walking along the road with traffic racing past them.  The walkers are 
not just adults but some are accompanied by young children and are walking as a 
family unit. 
 
All tee works have been completed 
 

C/74/20  Planning Applications & Decisions received from Wycombe District Council 
 



74.1    New Applications 
  Case Ref: 21/05033/FUL 

Address: Bockmer Farm Bockmer Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2HL 
Proposal: Erection of freestanding agricultural barn 
 
Parish Council Comments: No objections 
 
Case Ref: 21/05574/OUT 
Address: Bockmer End Farm Bockmer Road Bockmer End Buckinghamshire2HL 
Proposal: Outline application (including details of scale) for demolition of existing two 
storey portal frame barn and construction of 1 x residential dwelling with detached 
garage and associated groundworks (with access, appearance, landscaping and 
layout matters reserved) 
 
Parish Council Comments: Council will be objecting, extension to comment 
date requested and granted 
Medmenham Parish Council objects to this planning application for the 
following reasons: 
1. The proposed plans are very close to the border of already established 
buildings and very close to their boundaries. The site would appear very 
overbearing and not in keeping with the rural aspects of this small hamlet of 11 
houses. This outline appears to be a further extension to a previous application 
for the demolition of two commercial buildings and the erection of 4 houses on 
the site. Another house will increase the overall number of houses, many of 
which are listed buildings by 50% 
2. This is another application on the same land as the application 18/07701/FUL 
but has been given a different address as the site location which would appear 
that the applicant is trying to get this passed by stealth so that outline 
proposals appear to be more appealing to a developer in the future. 
3. The present barn is used for stabling of horses owned by the Manager of 
Livery Stables that are close by and also as a garage for the applicant's cars. 
This property is being used in part as a commercial business. The barn lies 
within a farmyard setting and adds to enhance the rural aspect of the 
surrounding area. 
4. The proposed detached garage has a roof height above that of neighbouring 
properties and would curtail the amount of light to surrounding properties. 
Memdmenham Parish Council would request that if a decision to permit is 
passed that a condition is placed on the garage proposal that it cannot in future 
have a mezzanine floor imposed which could lead to the building being turned 
into a separate dwelling. 
5. The application does not meet the requirements of the three sustainability 
criteria that relate to economic, social and environmental objectives. The 
proposed development to be situated in Bockmer End will not fulfil the social 
criteria as there is minimal accessible services (lack of public transport, no 
health provisions or local shops, no main drainage and poor communication 
systems both by phone and no high speed broadband and so will not enable 
the needs of the rural community to be met nor contribute to the vitality of the 
community. 
6. The proposed development within the ANOB will not only harm the rural 
environment but will impact on areas designated as SSSI's within close 
proximity. Medmenham Parish Council consider this to be an inappropriate and 
over development of the ANOB and area. Since the present owner obtained the 
buildings and land there have been numerous planning applications for 
alterations as well as Certificates of Lawfulness to turn the farm into residential 
properties and where the applicant often builds outside of what has been 
approved. The Parish Council consider that the site is totally inappropriate for 
such a large housing development and would urge that it remains as a farm. 
7. There will be an increase in the amount of traffic accessing both the 
proposed new development, despite the figures given by Transport for Bucks 
indicating a lower vehicle movement. The lanes accessing the hamlets of 



Bockmer End are very narrow single track lanes with few passing points and 
which are already over-used by livery stables, runners, dog walkers and 
cyclists in addition to cars, horse boxes and local farm vehicles. The egress 
from the development will be on to a very narrow lane that has poor sight lines 
for oncoming traffic. In turn this may lead to an increase in collisions, public 
safety, pollution and noise 
8. Medmenham Parish Council would ask that a Heritage Statement is obtained 
to assess the impact of this outline application on the listed building and 
assets of this rural hamlet. 
 
 
Case Ref: 21/05524/FUL 
Address: The Old Stables Bockmer End Farm Bockmer Road Bockmer End  
Proposal: Householder application for construction of oak framed car port 
 
Parish Council Comments:  Medmenham Parish council support this 
application in principle but would ask that the height of the garage roof be 
examined in detail as it would appear that a future mezzanine floor would be 
possible and the garage become a separate dwelling. 
 
 Case Ref: 21/05462/CTREE 
Address: The Old Vicarage Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 
Proposal: Cut back to boundary x 3 Horse Chestnut 
 
Parish Council Comments: Medmenham Parish Council support this 
application as long as it is considered appropriate by the arboriculturalist. 
 
Case Ref: 21/05162/FUL 
Address: Abbotsbrook Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 
Proposal: Householder application for construction of single storey garden room 
 
Parish Council Comments: No objection 
 
 

74.2     Permits and Refusals 
 

  Case Ref: 20/08312/TPO  Decision: Permitted 
Address: The Gate Cottage Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 
Proposal: Fell as dead x 1 Thorn (T1) and section fell due to basal damage x 1 
Cherry (T2) 
 
Case Ref: 20/08126/FUL  Decision; Permitted 
Address: Meadow Cottage Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 
Proposal: Householder application for construction of single storey timber clad 
detached garden room/outbuilding to rear 
 
Case Ref: 20/07825/FUL  Decision: Permitted 
Address: Little Barn Woodend House Road Lower Woodend Buckinghamshire SL7  
Proposal: Householder application for construction of single storey conservatory to 
rear 
 
Case Ref: 21/05022/TPO  Decision; Permitted 
Address: Wittington House Henley Road Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EB 
Proposal: Fell x 3 Red Chestnut trees as in terminal decline (T23, T22 & T21) 
 
Case Ref: 20/07794/TPO  Decision: Split Decision 
Address: 1 North Close Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EL 
Proposal: Proposed tree works see schedule 

 
    74.3    Other Planning related matters not on the agenda 



                        
C/75/20  Riverbank  

75.1 Tree stump has not been removed. 
 
 Action: Clerk to contact R Watts & Son again. 

 
Chairman has contacted a professional tree wholesaler, top designers go to these 
people for advice.  Have visited the Riverbank area, need trees that are substantial, 
and are native. One is an oak and a liquid amber tree.  Trees have been ordered.  
Will be stored at Mr. & Mrs Phillips until planted.  The Chairman’s wife is buying the 
trees in memory of her late mother.  Mrs. Phillips’s gardeners will plant them, handy 
man to protect the trunks by wooden surrounds. 
 
Flooding 
 
 
River bank and Ferry Lane has been flooded again as has the fields and footpaths.  
Trying to get time with Karen Fisher , BC and EA to discuss.  It appears that the 
drains Village are not working effectively. Residents have cleared some of the drains 
which has helped.  Report from 2014 which has action points that have not been 
done.  Want to review why action [oints not been completed and how the PC goes 
forward. Capital works also mentioned as being done in 2021.  Cllr. Whitehead 
suggested that the issues should be taken to the CB. 
 

 75.2 Waste Bins and surrounding area 
Clerk has contacted the Head of Waste to try and get bigger (not Biffa bins)  and to 
increase the collection days.  Bins to be sited away from the turning circle 
 
 Action: Clerk to contact the Waste Contractor to discuss larger bins.  Clerk to 
continue contact with the landowners 
 
 
Residents complaining about parking in the turning circle. Also complaints regarding 
parking during the Covid restrictions last summer. Agreed to monitor the parking 
issue during this coming year as proposed schemes were so expensive. Two options 
proposed by BC parking restriction covering across whole of Ferry Lane. Plan b was 
to only do restrictions below the white bridge but this would have had the effect of 
moving the issue towards the centre of the Village where there is no off-street parking 
for the Cottages 
 
If issues this summer then the MPC will resurrect one of the schemes for discussion. 
 
Action: Councillors to monitor the parking in Ferry Lane 

 
75.3 Boats 

Written to Enforcement regarding this matter. Permission should have been gained 
by the   EA can not do anything as there are no landing piers, BC  Licensing nothing 
to do with them, Thames Water informed Clerk that planning permission would have 
been required.  Clerk has written to Enforcement on this matter 
 
Westfield fisheries going to Enforcement as advised that as site has been altered to 
accommodate two caravans. 
 
Action: Clerk to contact Enforcement 
  

C/76/20  Ferry Lane 
 
 76.1 White Bridge Culvert and stream owners up  

Discussion took place concerning the stream and the flooding close to Abbey 
Cottages.  The stream assists with the drainage following flooding but at present is 



overgrown.  Residents have tried to clear the stream close to the White Bridge culvert 
and Medmenham Abbey have offered to clear the stream further along at their cost.  
However, this could be construed as trespassing by the landowner.  The Clerk has 
written to the landowner but received no reply.  There has also been no reply from the 
officer in charge of the Flood Authority regarding both the stream and other drainage 
ditches. 
 
Action: Clerk to continue contacting Buckinghamshire Council 
  

 76.2 Maintenance of housing frontages by landowner (protection of road width) 
Written to both Landowners but not received any response. 
 

 76.3 Footpaths Signage 
  Written to ROW who have replied with a stock answer that it is a trespassing issue 
against landowner.  If aomeone gets injured becomes a civil matter.  Not sure that anything else can 
be done but we have demonstrated that we haven’t be negligent 
 
 76.4 Drainage Ditches and Pumps  

Discussion took place with reference to the ground water flooding at the top of Ferry 
Lane.  Clearing of the drains from west of the church through to the river may help to 
relieve flooding issues.  It would assist this issue if water was pumped into the River 
Thames and lowered the day to day ground water similar to the process used by the 
Dutch.  Cllr. Millard suggested the placing of a pump near the RAF water activity site.  
Cllr Millard explained that where there is a very slight hydraulic gradient the channels 
need to be clear from source to discharge point.  The discharge point is near the RAF 
centre and the section from Abbey Lodge to that point runs through Danesfield land 
that is heavily overgrown and that unless there is a clear flow through then it is not 
going to solve issues further upstream.  Pumping creates an artificial gradient to draw 
water along the channel.  Although this will not stop flooding it will reduce the water 
table level, making the land drier. The lower the level the land is relative to the drain, 
the greater the benefit, it is less about the distance from the land drains up to a 
point.  However given the network of drains we have, some sluice gates may be 

required to optimize drainage in different areas.   A professional opinion is needed on 

its viability and whether pumping will be cheaper than keeping the channels clear.  
Also need to establish who has the strategic control and if they have the power to 
enforce landowners tp clear the stream across their land. 

 
Action:  Cllr Millard to make enquiries to organisations for costs to undertake 

an assessment.  
 Clerk to contact Senior Team at Flood Authority and arrange a zoom 
meeting regarding a potential feasibility study 

 
C/77/20  Future Vision for Medmenham Parish Area (Amenities of Medmenham) 

Cllr Anderson investigated for alternatives to oil in home, pre-application submitted to 
Government Grant to have fully funded consultation to look at area and make 
recommendations, no feed back yet.  Talked with SSE regarding capacity as if switch 
there would be more demand on grid.  Vaguely look but need mre detail before they 
can give an answer.  One option could be to a heat source.  If successful will 
communicate with residents so that if individuals doing something then they will know 
that the parish may be doing something.  Need to understand options before 
consulting widely with the residents. 
 
Website and Communications were commented upon.  Email regarding posts sent to 
184 residents.  Call for new councillors posted on website and noticeboards.  Clerk 
had not appreciated that the Medmenham Village website is static with nothing being 
posted on it.  Used to have a regular Medmenham Matters newsletter and the PC 
posted in that.  Need to have ameeting with Alan Healy to discuss communications 
 
Action: Cllr Anderson to arrange meeting 
 



 
Action: Cllr Anderson to forward pre-application forms to Clerk   

 
C/78/20  Village Hall 
  Ground heat source pumps need to be run continuousley  needs to be amended in 
the previous minutes.  Resident asked about the asbestos report, Cllr Anderson has followed up.   

A resident commented that the Hall Management Committee should have an 
Environmental Policy re the oil tank.  Ground Source heat pumps need to be run 
continuously.  Also that an asbestos survey, electrical inspection are due to be 
carried out in line with insurance criteria. 
 
Action:  Cllr Anderson to take forward with the Hall Management Committee. 
 

C/79/20            Broadband Provision 
   
  Report supplied by resident of Bockmer End and reported in full without redaction 
 

Further discussions with SwishFibre have indicated that they will not be extending 
their system beyond Marlow in the foreseeable future. Once they have completed all 
the Marlow connections they are targeting Gerrards Cross and Beaconsfield. I am 
contacting the CEO of SwishFibre to discuss their policy. Contact has also been 
made with ZzoomM who have installed their full fibre system in Henley-on-Thames. 
They also, have no interest in Bockmer End. 

  
Bockmer End have now decided to make an application for funding under the Rural 
Gigabit Voucher Scheme. Also, much to the dismay of Bockmer End the Planning 
Inspectorate have granted consent on Appeal to build 4 houses in Bockmer End and 
the land owner, Mr. Richardson has indicated he will now demolish the third barn to 
build more houses. Openreach are keen to help in financing new build developments 
from 2 houses upwards. Properties with a fibre connection fetch a higher price, hence 
it is in Mr. Richardson’s financial interests to help in financing the Bockmer End 
broadband project. 

  
During the discussion a resident from Lower Woodend stated that SwishFibre will be 
installing in Woodend and Lower Woodend. Subsequently, the resident confirmed 
having spoken to Paul Mainds that there was, as mentioned earlier no intention of 
SwishFibre being involved in Woodend and Lower Woodend. However, it was 
confirmed that they are making an application under the Rural Gigabit Voucher 
Scheme. This came as a surprise because Bockmer End were unaware of their 
application and the matter has never been discussed at the MPC. There is concern 
that there is developing a proliferation of fragmented applications under the Gigabit 
scheme which could lead to funds being wasted. 

  
Currently, broadband speeds at Lower Woodend of 6mps are significantly slower 
than Bockmer End at 15 mps. 

  
C/80/20  Electricity Transformer, WRC site 
 
 80.1 Update 
 

The owner, architect and SSE are discussing plans regarding moving the 
transformer. 

 
C/81/20  Affordable Housing 

Hastoew want a lease of at least 250 years at a reduced land cost.  Not know if Mr 
Copas will accept these terms. 
Action: 

C/82/20  Elections 2021 
Nomination forms to be completed and ready for collection.  The clerk will then take 
for them submission. 



The Chairman thanked Cllr Amanda Baker, Cllr. Sue Yarwood and Cllr. Wells for their 
past services as they will not be standing again for election 

 
C/83//2  Reports from Councillors 

Conversation with RoW regarding the signs at each end of Footpath MED 21.  Can’t 
have the BC logo on.  
 

C/84/20  Correspondence received and not included in other items on the Agenda 
Parish sign has fallen down but the sign has been broken , the iron work is so heavy 
would need a crane .  Quotes needed  
 

 C/85/20 Items for the Next Agenda 

          
C/86/20 Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 18 May 2021 at 8pm in the Village Hall if 

isolating guidelines are relaxed.  If not then the meeting will take place remotely 
via Zoom 

  
    
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.55 pm 
 
 
 
Signed:        Date: 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
The minutes were prepared by Carole Burslem, Clerk to Medmenham Parish Council 


