
   MEDMENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16 November 2021 

In Medmenham Village Hall 
 

Present Cllr Dring 

  Cllr Anderson 

  Cllr Sambrook 

  Cllr Millard    
  Mrs. C. Burslem (Clerk) 
 

Also present: Unitary Councillor Mark Turner  

  PCSO Callum Smith 
 
C/35/21  Apologies for Absence 
  Cllr S Woolvern had submitted her apologies in line with Standing Order 25 (f)    
       
Public:  Public Participation 
 

A resident from Bockmer End read out an email and comments that had been sent to 
the Chairman:  

 
‘I am surprised and disappointed that you have deliberately chosen to answer the 
three genuine questions I raised in my last email, even though you had every 
opportunity to do so. 

 
1) Why did you recommend a planning application when it breached guidelines 
because it didn’t qualify as a new business and that fact had been brought to your 
attention in writing and in person at a council meeting? 
2) Why did you leave Sue Yarwood, an active councillor at the time, off the 
distribution list when discussing this particular issue/application - even though she 
was better qualified than any other councillor to comment on farming issues? 
3) Why did you refuse to answer my question in respect of you, or any of your family 
members or associates  having a potential conflict of interest with the applicant 
Leonard Phillips  

 
Your refusal to answer and clarify these concerns is a disgrace to your position. The 
only onclusion to be drawn is that you have something to hide. 

 
The Local Government association Model Councillor code of conduct 2020 below lists 
the principles you must follow as Chairman and you quite clearly have breached 
several of them. 

 
Specifically, rules about impartiality, openness of information and honesty. 

 
 

https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Local%20Government%20Ass
ociation%20Model%20Councillor%20Code%20of%20Conduct%202020%20WEB.pdf 

 
Given the circumstances,You must resign with immediate effect. Your position has 
become untenable. The bond of trust between Chairman and parishioners has 
been irreparably broken 

 
If you refuse to stand down, in advance of  the council meeting next Tuesday 16th 
November, then several of the parishioners will join together to issue a formal 

https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Local%20Government%20Association%20Model%20Councillor%20Code%20of%20Conduct%202020%20WEB.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Local%20Government%20Association%20Model%20Councillor%20Code%20of%20Conduct%202020%20WEB.pdf


complaint to Wycombe District Council with all of the publicity, embarrassment and 
predictable outcome that will inevitable ensue.’ 
 
The Chairman attempted to respond as follows; 
1. The Chairman stated that Parish Council are a statutory consultee on planning 

and had the right to independent comment as they consider appropriate following 
discussion and the Chairman believed the Council had done so correctly.  
Ultimately it is the Principal Authority, Buckinghamshire Council officers that 
decide the outcome of applications.  The Parish Council had reviewed application 
and discussed matters with Mr Phillips. The Council believed the application met 
the criteria for a temporary residential agricultural dwelling. Chairman noted that 
Buckinghamshire Council’s planning consultant came to the same opinion and 
had approved application.  

 
The Chairman stated that the resident was making allegations without having met 
Mr Phillips and the resident had refused the Chairman’s invitation to be 
introduced to the applicant to allow him to discuss and understand the 

background to the application. 
 
2. The Chairman explained that at the time of the application, Cllr.Sue Yarwood was 

still an active councillor and had been included in the circulation of this 
application as sent by the Clerk to all councillors. However, the Parish council 
had not received any response from Cllr. Sue Yarwood. It had been noted by the 
Council that Cllr. Yarwood had submitted her own comments to the application as 
a resident. 

 
 

3. The Chairman explained that he did not have a direct pecuniary interest in the 
application. 

 
The Chairman considered that he had not contravened the PC Code of Conduct. 
 
The resident continued to harass the Chairman and indirectly the Council.  Cllr Mark 
Turner intervened to explain again that planning applications are the statutory 
responsibility of Buckinghamshire Council to decide.  
 
It should be noted that the Chairman had received an email from another Bockmer 
End resident (not present at the meeting) who was appalled at the tone and content 
of the email sent to the Chairman. 
. 
The Chairman called this matter to an end in order to allow other residents present to 
talk under Public Participation: 
 
There were further discussions raised by residents from Ferry Lane, concerning the 
further consultation on the proposed parking restriction from Buckinghamshire 
Council to ensure that Ferry Lane is kept clear to allow emergency vehicle access.  It 
was explained that the Council are still waiting to hear the outcome of the 
consultation and Buckinghamshire Council’s decision as to whether they will impose 
double yellow lines under the Highway Code to ensure access. 

 
C/36/21  Declarations of Interest 

There were no Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
   
C/37/21  Minutes 

The minutes of the September Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 September 
2021 had been previously circulated.   
 
Resolved: That the Minutes of 21 September 2021 be signed by the Chairman 
as a true and accurate record.  
 



 
 
C/38/21  Police Report  

PCSO Smith reported he was part of the SW Chilterns Neighbourhood Policing.  PC 
Penny Ling had now left the team but Sgt Hughes and PC Danny Driscol, 
(Neighbourhood PC) were still on the team.  There have only been a few issues 
within the Parish, at School Lane and Medmenham Abbey.  They had received 
reports about a person sleeping in the porch of the Church every night and had 
visited him to offer assistance for mental health issues but this help had been 
refused.   
 
The Chairman responded that the gentleman was known to the residents at the top of 
the Lane and that he was harmless and didn’t commit any crime. 
 
Flytipping had been increasing over lockdown but had become lower following the re-
opening of High Heavens. 
 

C39/21  Finance 
 39.1 Approval of cheques issued - circulated 
 
  List of cheques issued June 15 June between meetings 
   
  Cheque No Payee   Amount Reason 
 
  1212  TBS Hygiene Ltd £108.00 Dog Waste Bins 
  1213  Ian C Goodrich  £480.00 Grass Cutting 
  1214  ICO   £40.00  Data Protection 
  1215  Mrs C Burslem  £564.30 Salary and travel  
  1216  HMRC   £346.00 PAYE   
  1217  DCK Payroll Soln. £36.00  Payroll   
  1218  BMKALC  £38.00  Councillor Training 
 

Payments noted and cheques signed by Cllr Dring and Cllr Anderson 
 
39.2  Budgets – monthly budget sheet  
 Monthly budget sheet circulated prior to meeting. Noted by Councillors 
 
39.3 Bank Reconciliation 

Bank reconciliation previously circulated, noted and agreed by the Councillors 
  
 39.4 Draft Budget 2022-23 
  The Councillor’s deferred this item until the January Meeting 
   
C/40/21  Highways Matters  
  
 40.1 Vehicle Activated Signs - A4155 

 Clerk has contacted SWARCO and forwarded the STATS for the agreed sites of the  
MVAS – bus layby to the north at Ferry Lane Crosswords and at Wesfield on the 
south of A4155.  Waiting for the contractor to forwarded a date for implementation.  
When the posts have been erected, SWARCO will then deliver the MVAS. 

 
40.2 Extension of Speed Zone on A4155 

The applications has been passed to Buckinghamshire Council, Highways for costing 
and once PID’s and schemes have been raised, the proposal will return to the 
Community Board for further discussion.  The PC will be expected to make a 
contribution towards the implementation of the scheme if successful. 

 
 40.3 Parking Consultation 

The consultation regarding the new proposals has been circulated but residents are 
finding it difficult to submit comments. The clerk has agreed an extension to allow 



resident to submit their comments to the Clerk who will then forward them to parking 
services for consideration in the report.  The Pc and residents remain concerned 
regarding yellow lines outside the church but agree with them round the corners of 
Ferry Lane entrance to keep the sight lines clear.   
 
Cllr Turner commented that BC could still implement the double yellow lanes even if 
the referendum is negative as the have a duty of care to the residents to ensure the 
emergency services have access at all times. 

  
 40.4 State of the Roads in the Parish 

Residents and the Council are not impressed with the state of some of the roads 
within the Parish, namely: Bluestone Hill, road past Holmfield Wood, A4155, Ferry 
Lane.  The surface of the roads is becoming dangerous in places.  The Clerk reported 
that in the past the LAT (not the present LAT) had stated that these roads were on 
the list for jet planning. 
 
Action: Clerk to report to Highways 
 
 

C/41/21  Planning Applications & Decisions received from Wycombe District Council 
 
41.1   New Applications 
 

  Case Ref: 21/07869/CTREE 
Address: Medmenham Abbey Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 

Purpose: Tree works as per schedule 

Parish Council Comments: No comments 

Case Ref: 21/08003/FUL 

Address: Land Adjacent To Brooks's Copse Bockmer Road Bockmer End  

Purpose: Erection of 2-bed timber dwelling for use as Temporary Rural Workers 

accommodation (Alternative application PP/21/05950/FUL) 

 

Parish Council Comments: Medmenham Parish Council support the application 

for the new site location of the temporary rural agricultural accommodation at 

Kings Barn. 

 

However the Council notes that the size of the temporary building has 

increased in size to nearly double the original application and would request 

that the Planning Officers confirm that this meets the regulations governing 

temporary mobile accommodation before granting permission if they are so 

minded. 

 

Medmenham Parish Council request that a condition is put on the application if 

approved, that permission is only granted for three years and that the 

temporary rural accommodation is removed after this time period 

 

Case Ref: 21/08175/FUL 

Address: Fieldfares Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 

Purpose: Householder application for construction of part single, part two storey rear 

extension, replacement front porch extension, 1 x dormer window and 1 x roof light to 

front elevation, fenestration and external material alterations 

Parish Council Comments: Medmenham Parish Council object to this 

application due to the inadequate flood risk assessment and mitigation plan 

and would request that a further in-depth flood assessment report is submitted 

before a decision is made. 

 



The submitted flood report cites the 2014 flood depth relative to the flood 

gauge datum; it cites the house and patio relative to a local, undefined ground-

level datum. As a result it cannot be determined from this data if the 2014 flood 

level is higher or lower than the house level. It also makes no statement as to 

whether the new building impacts the floodplain in general. 

Case Ref: 21/08197/TPO 

Address: North Close Medmenham Buckinghamshire 

Proposal: proposed tree works schedule 

Parish Council Comments: No comments as the trees are in a very poor 
condition and been assessed by the County Arboriculturist. 

 
41.2     Permits and Refusals 
 

Case Ref: 21/07416/TPO            Decision: Not Required TPO CTREE only 
Address: The Presbytery Henley Road Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EB 

Purpose: Remove lower limb 1 x Betula Pendula (T1) as it applying pressure to the 

telecom wire. Remove 1 x Betula Pendula (T2) as it is growing into smaller telecom 

wires and replant like for like Betula Pendula in a different location 

Case Ref: 21/06329/FUL Decision: Application Permitted 

Address: Units 7, 8 & 9 Westfield Farm Westfield Medmenham Buckinghamshire  

Purpose: Demolition of 3 buildings and construction of 3 buildings ( for storage use 

(class B8) or light industrial use (Class E(g)(iii) ) to provide 1,391 sq. m. total 

floorspace (gross internal floorspace) with bin stores, cycle and car parking and 

landscaping. 

Case Ref: 21/07325/FUL Decision: Application Permitted 

Address: Meadow Cottage Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 

Purpose: Householder application for construction of in-ground swimming pool (part 

retrospective) and associated landscaping alterations 

Case Ref: 21/05033/FUL Decision: Application Permitted 

Address: Bockmer Farm Bockmer Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2HL 

Purpose: Erection of freestanding agricultural barn 

Case Ref: 21/07011/FUL Decision: Application Permitted 

Address: Medmenham Abbey Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 

Purpose: Householder application for construction of greenhouse 

Case Ref; 21/07012/LBC Decision: Application Permitted 

Address: Medmenham Abbey Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 

Purpose: Listed Building application for construction of greenhouse 

Case Ref: 21/07577/TPO Decision: Application Withdrawn 

Address: West Lodge Henley Road Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EY 

Proposal: Fell to ground level due to fungus growing out of a large cavity x 1 Beech 

(T1) 

Case Ref: 21/07395/FUL Decision Permitted 

Address: Fishermans Lodge Westfield Farm Westfield Medmenham  

Proposal: Change of use to allow the siting of two mobile shepherd's huts to facilitate 

overnight visitor stays at Westfield Fishery (Retrospective) 

Case Ref: 21/07869/CTREE Decision: Not to make a Tree Preservation Order 

Address: Medmenham Abbey Ferry Lane Medmenham Buckinghamshire SL7 2EZ 

Proposal: Tree works as per schedule 



 41.3    Other Planning related matters not on the agenda 
                        

C/42/21  Riverbank  
 
 42.1 Waste Bins and surrounding area 

The Clerk has received the following response from Buckinghamshire Council, Waste 
Contract Manager:  
‘Much of the waste being commercial, the cluster of litter bins we have installed are 
the largest available for use. We have as you mention, increased the collection 
frequency to try and alleviate the pressure. Waste arising from those visiting the 
beauty spot or from boats mooring nearby, is not something we should be catering 
for. It should either be taken home, or separate commercial collections introduced to 
manage the waste produced by those using the moorings. That is something that 
should be taken up with the landowner to manage.’ 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed that even if more bins were purchased by 
Medmenham Parish Council, who would then have to pay for the collection of the 
waste, it would not solve the issue.  Cllr. Turner confirmed that MPC would have to 
pay for the collections of waste if the Council purchased more bins. 

 
42.2 Boats 

Cllr Anderson reported that there were continuing boats remaining moored with 
people staying on the boats.  Following discussion, it was agreed to monitor the 
situation as it may be connected to the present Covid situation. 
 
Resolution: The Councillors resolved to continue to monitor the situation and 
re-assess following Covid. 

 
 42.3 Parking by Boat Owners 
  As the summer period has now past the parking has eased. 
 
C43/21  Ferry Lane 
 
 43.1 White Bridge Culvert and stream owners up  

The clerk has not received any response from the landowner.  The PC included this 
area in their discussions with the Flooding Authority (Buckinghamshire Council) and 
Environment Agency regarding the flooding of the area. Residents raised the 
question of the current ditch alongside Ferry Lane not being suitable. 
 
Action:  Clerk to request that the ditch is surveyed and cleared. 
 

 43.2 Maintenance of housing frontages by landowner (protection of road width) 
As there has been no response from the landowners, the matter to be passed to 
Buckinghamshire Council 
 
Action:  Clerk to contact Highways to request vegetation is cleared back to 
edge of tarmac. 
 

 43.3 Footpaths Signage 
Signage to be progressed once wording, size etc agreed with Buckinghamshire 
Council.  Following discussion regarding the two quotes received it was decided to go 
with the company sourced by Cllr Millard 
 
Action; Cllr Millard to identify wording for sign.  Clerk to order sign  
 
 

  
 43.4 Drainage Ditches and Pumps  

 
Item Closed 



   
C/44/21  Village Hall  

Update from Cllr Anderson on behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee.  
Following the relaxation of the covid restrictions, the bookings for the Village Hall are 
increasing. 
 

C/45/21            Broadband Provision 
It was reported that residents at Woodend will be receiving broadband following a 
deal with Open Reach.  Also reported that Swish is to installing broadband in the 
Harleyford area. 
 
Cllr Turner is continuing to work on behalf of Bockmer End, Rotten Row regarding 
this matter. 
 
A resident stated that it is hoped that the proposed development of houses at 
Bockmer End will assist with the case for broadband in the hamlet. 

  
C/46/21  Defibrillator 
  Item deferred to January meeting as a budget item 
 
C/47/21  Reports from Councillors 

No reports received. 
 

C/48/21  Correspondence received and not included in other items on the agenda 
Correspondence circulated to Councillors. 
 
An email received from Terry Platt of TP Architects regarding the holding of a public 
meeting on Saturday 27 November 2021 in the Village Hall, to inform Bockmer End 
residents via a display of the proposed plans for houses at Bockmer End.  Drawing to 
be displayed and representatives of the design and development team will be in 
attendance to explain the scheme and answer any queries that may arise. 
 

 C/49/21 Items for the Next Agenda 

  Defibrillator 
  Budget proposals 2022-23 
  Precept 
          
C/50/21 Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 18 January 2022 at 8pm in the Village Hall  
  
    
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21.20 pm 
 
Signed:        Date: 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
The minutes were prepared by Carole Burslem, Clerk to Medmenham Parish Council 


